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Press Advisory: April 27,2009

Press Contacts: Bernie Schlager 415-328-9955
Rev. Malcolm Himschoot, 303-999-1908

Press Conference: Transgender faith leaders lobby for hate crime legislation

What: Transgender faith leaders and allies lobbying Congress for hate crimes legislation to hold
a press conference.

When: Tuesday, April 28, at 11:00 A.M.
Where: Foundry United Methodist Church Phone 202-332-4010
1500 16th Street, NW Washington, DC 20036

Legislators are receiving a public statement signed by more than 30 individuals and
representatives of organizations that support transgender people. After murders of transgender
people such as Angie Zapata in Colorado and Latiesha Green in New York, transgender faith
leaders convened in Washington D.C. to support hate crimes bill being considered in the House
of Representatives and to condemn the violence.

Spokespersons:
e Rev. Malcolm Himschoot, United Church of Christ
® Nicole Garcia, Transgender Representative, Lutherans Concerned/North America
Organizations:
Transgender Religious Leaders Network,
TransFaith Online,
National Center for Transgender Equality, and
The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion & Ministry

The Transgender Religious Leaders Network is an emerging collaboration of transgender-identified
religious and spiritual leaders, connecting to support one another and collaborate on diverse projects.

The National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE) is a 501(c)3 social justice organization dedicated to
advancing the equality of transgender people through advocacy, collaboration and empowerment.

The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion and Ministry (CLGS) was established at Pacific School
of Religion in Berkeley, California and opened its doors in the fall of 2000. To advance the well-being of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered people and to transform faith communities and the wider society
by taking a leading role in shaping a new public discourse on religion and sexuality through education,
research, community building and advocacy.

TransFaith Online is dedicated to supporting transgender folks in our faith journeys, while providing
useful resources to help people of faith become better educated trans-ally.



Lutherans Concerned/North America (LC/NA) is an outreach organization that embodies, inspires,
advocates and organizes for the acceptance and full participation of people of all sexual orientations and
gender identities within the Lutheran communion and its ecumenical and global partners.



